Letter submitted by Glenice Brauman
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Letter submitted by Kerrie Blyth

This letter was written by John Edmondstone to his step sister Margaret Cooley living in NewTown VDL. John
expresses his thanks to Margaret for caring for their brother Robert Edmondstone (a 16 year old who was transported to
VDL for theft ) and asks if she has put on mournings for their mother. He includes some poetry and a desire to emigrate
with his family.
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Our native land ! it's but a name

Where pleasure is its worth

Within our breasts it has no flame

Save mem'rys bringing forth

It once had charms, it now hath none!
Our youthful days were sweet!

These were the days that knew no groan
No pain , nor base deceit

But as in years we riper grew

Our troubles grew apace

The hours of innocence swift flew
They had no biding-place



So now, no native land have we No home with binding spell;
From birthplace charms forever free, We care not where we dwell!

Beneath the sun, whatever clime, The same God reigns above;
He knows no change from fleeting time What can this throne remove?

Thus, with Scotland's God may we Australia’s shores proclaim
The home of life's futurity! Life's fortune and her fame.
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Letter addressed to Mr Thomas Todd Cooley
Innkeeper
New Town
Hobart Town
Van Diemens Land

Letter submitted by Merle Fitzmaurice
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